Vyraj is a gamified electronic novel Written @ Designed by

in the form of a multimedia mobile Pawet Ratajczyk
app. It tells the story of Yrja—a girl
living in a post-apocalyptic world Photographer
where time is corrupted, the Kinga Swietek
technology is forbidden and
human’s knowledge and stories are Costume Designer @ Model
lost; forced to leave her village she Kristgna Coufalova
goes to the underworld to discover
the past and reverse the destiny of Music by
her folks. Rafat Wtodarek
< <
The story is accompanied by English Translator
digital collages, linear illustrations, Ewa Chwalczyk —— & @
animations and original music.
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dn aw 3uiyn esqanaip shes
‘paddois aney 3,upjnoys noa, THE COUNCIT
'Walk steadily straight OJ: WHITE WRTER.
ahead. By no means
shall you stop and ;dn funy s 397 "Ayis aq 3,uoq,
look back.’ The Plot
;1ey3 pres fipeaie aa,no,, - . . )
Yrja is a daughter of an artist and a sailor. The villagers are not very fond
\1em nof ue), of her as she is always asking too many questions to which they have so <
no answers. After reaching the age of ten, she has to pass The First € e o
oW 9sNdXy, Greying—a dangerous rite of passage. It is a big event—all tribes from ::;‘ < ?;
the known world arrive with their children and gather near the Tree. 2 ESN
. ‘punois ay} woly a3
_] | dn aw Suiy) esqarnaiN shes It is forbidden to stop or look back, but Yrja cannot help herself because § =
‘paddoss aney 3,upjnoys noy, at the very end of the rite she sees her beloved late grandmother == %
I'm observing children walking by. Miroslava. She is saying something to Yrja, but the girl does not 03-' <
Everyone has their Sunday best on. understand it; grandmother's words make no sense at that time. Yrja < %
125012 Aue Supzes jou faints. Her parents rush to her and take her back to White Water. =8
' < =
3 [
91,3/ 3Nq 359104 943 40 95p2 9|.4|1 g Yrja recovers, but nothing seems normal anymore for her. She is o ;?
s3I} N0 Jo s3e)} 3Uo) 995 | ‘03e O X h = 2
5u0] sn puiyaq aveyd pasoes au experiencing time different then before; as if the past the present and wox
The twins in funny hats must ; the future are one. Because of the massive influence of the corrupted S
Lo hioh oo pue 921 3Y3 13| 2ABY pPINOYs o ! )
SlIUENCEE S Gl cn -aoe1d awes 3ty Ul Ji se s Inq time, all her hair went grey. She also got older a few years.
peaye 1ysiess Supjjem 31,9\
The whisperer calls the council of elders. Due to the tradition, everyone
with grey hair must leave the village and travel to Vyraj and so must
Yrja. 45 = A
553
Yrja recalls the events and people from her life: learning Storya and her w3 £
tribe’s traditions with her mother; sailing with her father; her beloved o L;_vg
grandmother who recently left for Vyraj and her new friend Kirko whom Ia §_
she met a few weeks ago. He is a boy of the Velles, a talented mechanic u§ pglic]
- ¢ and a handyman. His inventions and bold experiments with electricity - % ff’:;_
o arouse anxiety even in his folks. % S
= . ‘ ‘ . =g
2 On the next day, Yrja leaves White Water and sails to Vyraj. The » B
g)- paradise turns out to be an abandoned city; it is a scary but fascinating § =
o place. Yrja experiences various turbulences of corrupted time. She looks 37 —
< for her grandmother. p—
el
el E The Eternals kidnap Yrja. They reveal the truth about Vyraj and the
believe neither inthe g © corruption of time to Yrja. Yrja is scared of them, but in the end, they
nor in the Storya. = turn out to be kind. There is something strange about them. They
2 entertain Yrja with technology, and she is amazed. However, the
= Eternals want to keep her for themselves. They plan to keep her with o= smoa—
| | | £ them as long as her body will dissolve and turn into pure energy—that 2 3 3z 228
< = way Yrja would stay forever with them. g & F 33 e 3
g . . o . A5 %3 %3
5 Meanwhile Kirko with the Velles sail to Vyraj. He is surprised to see Yrja g u:'_g z e
e arriving at Vyraj. He follows her to keep an eye on her. Kirko breaks the 3 > = Z"‘:a
= rules of the Velles and reveals himself to Yrja to save her from the % 3= ?
o Eternals. He tells her about the lethal impact of corrupted time. They - 3 g g §
£ run away. Kirko warns her that if she stays in Vyraj, she will die, he ’gr N =
£ suggests that he will take her to the Velles and ask them to take her € 5 = ; o %
o
“ back to the continent and let her stay with them in Vell. Bl § ? ;w% o
'Should you stand the —g g ,,:f'% 2w 4
trial, you shall return = Unfortunately, on the way, they meet some obstacles and miss the last S R v
transformed into "5 ship. They are trapped in Vyraj for the next few months. They are in ~ E_ & o 2 b
imagos, perfect insects.’ S great danger, but fortunately, Kirko knows Vyraj and the corruption very 4 o a ;r_ @ =
, J Bielub g well so he can keep them alive. Yrja instinctively knows what to do as if oo &
As a reward, Bielybog o she already knew the future. She insists on finding her grandmother. 2
shall bestow you o <
. . ®
2/;: gzsetizag;fﬁh;?[e *E Kirko leads her to Baj who tells them about the first White Water ©
make you gpe%s Fruit £ citizens, the creation of Storya; and leads them to the Archive. Yrja 51
— The mothers shall tell 8 reunites with Miroslava. A group of people live in the library studying &}
g you the true names % books and learning the stories by heart to preserve it. They want to go :C;Il h .
3 so that you could be 2 back to White Water and share the knowledge they got from books with i The Setting
= . . . o
& }Z;zflégesb’om for your % their folks. However, it is impossible for them to come back. < In xxi1 century human culture was remarkably dominated by pictures.
o . . o i
=3 ) ‘% Yrja understands that during the ritual she saw the possible future '\ £ Moreover, th? newly Inl\(/ented tdEd"“Ol"Jg':J compdlete(lig ch:!-lged the
i ‘This is the way it g T where the elders' dreams were fulfilled. Together with Kirko, they come = comT“"'Cat'O"las we know today. Written word and reading were
2 has bbeen‘andtshhag g § up with the plan. Kirko experiments with the ancient technology and 7 utterly unpopular.
ever be since the day S . ) . 3
§ when the grey waters a M bu'Fdls thde ma?hlnilwhlch cou'ld tran;fer all of thim baillf to th_e . . L Because of the domination of technology time was corrupted and it
" of the Second Flood _g £ malnhan . III)(uangt e presaratlons, ltl eghstag:: |lnlt tlaArc ive. Yrja The whlsierer‘h::I’L’L J’Il\;ﬁ-l the chacpt. 'Il'he \)I»{thlspel’eli I{hfImG(;INEG- th:h(':halnt. - contaminated the cities. The decay spread through all the Earth
= subsided until the s B teaches Kirko how to read. Eventually, they fell in love. | can see her silhouette. She's sprea‘ ing can re'cog'ruze' e words. Everything's / through wires. People were forced to escape from the cities and start
= day on which the 8 h her arms to pray. I'm slowly recovering. blurred like in thick fog swallowing both a new life without the technology. 98% of the population died—the
= humankind's time _::% ks The machine is ready. Everybody gathers, and Kirko starts the process. The outlines are sharper and the sounds the shapes and the sounds. corrupted time aged them in fe\aglyf;ogurso The casasptro he was called the
g'_ elapses.’ © It is a failure. The elders die, only Yrja and Kirko survive. Yrja is are deeper. This is the chant of the crea- c Pd flood 1 gtl . e d - ; fhp e
& v devastated. Kirko tries to comfort her. They wait for the next Velles’ tion. One of the Eight Great Chants. econd Flood, firstly, because of the decimation of humanity and,
> Y g ) , .
3 = expedition and go back. ) secondly, because the corruption affected the Earth’s magnetic field
9 ﬁ The whisperer HAS SUNG the chant. resulting in floods and rising water level.
= ‘@' Yrja and Kirko notice that people gather near the Tree. They are sitting h,e l_?;t lQntghsound ZStf'“ v1brjtmg llr'l the N . ho fled f fth i blished
.,E _g and listening to the elders. They both go there, and Yrja experiences the ?PI\Z rl: I:r © sound of sounds seating T elsurVIvorS\:: ore from one ofthe n;e:]roio Isles EStTl : eh.new
< ° very same moment she saw during the ritual. prayer. sett ements..T e story (?cuses on one of the a.rn e.ts called White
a © Water. The village takes its name from the location in the delta of the
2Ll & Everything is now clear to her. She realises that the elders have been river. Its people are also known as the river tribe. The beginnings were
3 = H living in Vyraj for so long they were close to sharing the fate of the very tough, yet people managed to survive. Besides the fundamental
o E Eternals. The transfer killed their bodies, but their energy was sent problems of nourishment and shelter, people felt the loss of
= = through the wire to the Tree. They can live here for some time because communication media. They forgot how to be creative, how to imagine
g 9 the contaminated area near the Tree supports their existence. The and come up with stories.
=B g elders are content as they can share the knowledge they gained. They . leader of  the i . f ref
o + prefer to die among their folks than to live long in Vyraj. Baj was a leader of one of t N r.st ge.neratlon's orrefugees. .
a D 2 Overwhelmed by the dramatic situation he tried to kill himself by going
g L 28 With the comeback of the elders and the stories everything changes. near the contaminated high voltage pole. He did not die, and he came
L; = The Velles for the first time sit beside the tribe of White Water; together back changed. Under the pole Baj experienced the corrupted time; he
= & they listen to the stories. The attitude towards the Velles gradually saw the past, the present and the future as if they were one. He
g S changes, and the tribes reconcile. became a leader and thanks to his decisions he saved his folks.
3 =
< 2 - Baj came up with Storya—the new story which became the sacred
2 £ 5 myth for all tribes. He wrote it and illustrated on the Holy Rock. The
S Y y
5 . E o new religion and traditions slowly emerged from it. People worship
é" (7)) @ % Storya and repeat it every day not to forget their only story. Over the
[} S £ % years everything that was not included in Storya becomes a taboo for
& v 5 In the beginning there = the river tribe.
T - = were Bielyj and Czernyj. ®
Q "6 o Bielyj was light and g Storya was Baj’s master plan to secure the future of his people. He
g z‘ Czernyj was darkness. < struggled to resolve the most urgent matter—the lack of food and
b v = And the brothers lived 2 resources. His solution was to eliminate the individuals who could not
=]
S = © enfolded in the ocean E work and therefore were redundant to the society—old people and
3 + g of living water. E children.
@ O c o
::g' 4+ g g Baj used the contaminated city which lies on the other side of the sea
9 i) g 9 and described it in Storya as Vyraj—the paradise from which people
o = % 2 were expelled. The myth says that as a reward the old people can go
E o & g back to the paradise after they went grey. To give testimony to his
b on v e words, he was among the first ones who sailed to Vyraj.
— o =
o m . ' 3
é— .E § = g c 5 £ £ S5 o = . = Another goal of sending the elders to Vyraj was to inspect the city and
= =) ] § SwmE 2w %ng ] 2 § . 5 2 _,g _g gy ° the corruption. Baj hoped that one day the corruption would disappear.
o pu ot L3 uE 3 =% 0 § ©oggow» Y 52 E 8 After years the corruption in Vyraj slightly weakened, and although the
5 3] K FeSdswlm 3 wF3cZH Y @ gL o o i is still hazardous, the elders from White W doth
= o CE S E® 2 E. 9 g 0T ¥ = - _E = ogn e environment is still hazardous, the elders from ite Water and other
o E e : 59 E E goi 5 "',-g” °ey g S K] o - het tribes can live here longer than they would on the continent. Nobody
3 _ £ gL 2E =5 2 & < § S b ° E A Q2 < — ? O from the elders ever came back from Vyraj because the currents are
[ —_— p S ¥ % o= g 5= g o s ‘;’n 3 gL o % powerful and flow to the island making it very hard to sail back.
- 3 T 3zce v’ P T3 vl c 2 o £
y S H S ©c o2 5 ] v ~ c .= 2 5822 s
= o 15 CZJ S 3_‘:_8 %/1"; EZ 2 & §,, 85 5 m 5 £3% £ Children issue was much more complicated. Baj came up with The Rite
T!v g S a-,:‘:: g €5 E é % = 2% -; g £ S 3 -FT £ -§ of First Greying where children are exposed to the small amount of
| 3 ﬁ = = 3 $ g 9= = i_::_w 0 o2 H a4 g u; ° corrupted time resulting in growing older a few years. The rite literally
L g oS z L= S0 & =] E £ Es 2s5¢ v changes children to adults. It also acts as a vaccine against corruption.
5] A v & = cu 2 ES 23 ©323 < g g P
- = = o 4 ; . X . .
T . E 5 2 £y 2 %on— ¢ o 3¢ 2 % O°c E S S £ The Rite of First Greying takes place by the Tree—the same high voltage
o == HE~ = = L ) ; .
. c ks 3 _:EE § < 'r% :_ g s £ 0EE '3 % = \‘E £ LF 4&:,, < S pole where Baj tried to end his life. It is located far from the White
(@) 8 neg2 -;E SE g o = % o on 3 § FL& OEZ s _g And Czernyj said to Bielyj, b;nn Water in the Forbidden Valley. It is prohibited to get close to this area
v @ v s cEL2LS B 8§ iesE§ 28 2 52 € 'Let us form the Sun to see 3 except for the ritual. The wire of the Tree connects with Vyraj, so the
- — e -V:) §-. g é E g z '§” ® _;:Z" 3 § % c s £ 3 §, E £ 53 e the Creation better. _‘E land near the pole is partly influenced by corrupted time.
3 £ [ 2 SwEcaoko8® F o fwgw §2 Tt Lu3z <
c o 3 5 z g8 NEeEHE F a g 3G @ 23 [g §’§_’ s g The Rite of First Greying might be conducted only on several days in
il ui % 3 the year when the Tree “shines”. The children who reach ten years are
E c =) w b subjected to the ritual, which is dangerous as the corrupted time
o ) g p
B =] - =
3 3 C 8 = affects them. The children have to walk the path leading underneath
B 3 © E 2 the Tree. They are forbidden to stop or look back. During the ritual, the
3 = () v 43 children will be granted the first strand of grey hair which marks the
o o —_— o] £ adultery. The greying will continue from the day on.
s = 3 =
. w
3 § 7| Q 2 = All the tribes believe in Storya and participate in the rituals except the
) ()] c v Velles. The ancestors of this tribe were banished because they kept
] \ ;_I _ac") i using electrical devices after the contamination and were much more
? - = L progressive than other puritan tribes. The Velles settled in the
w o x o . Forbidden Valley, with Vell—their main village where there is allowed to
5:!' o [ L > < experiment and use the uncontaminated technology. They are also the
5 — o 2 2 wandering merchants. The other tribes buy goods from the Velles but
w
; - g YR 5 b = do not speak with them as they consider them as unclean. Unlike other
. 5] = £ 9 EE3T 4 © £ tribes, the Velles cannot read the sacred signs.
e E et E53E £ F
© Q= 7]
- 5 - 2 2 o = S ° Over time the Velles observed the currents of the sea and improved
= L = T i = s B c - . o . . . .
. i~ = their sailing skills; they learned how to sail back from Vyraj. It is onli
11e 3y ul (D) . ° ] vE 5 2 - 5] 9 g ; they yra) ]
a3uel}s (%] & E _2 5 H -'E wZS Ans Iil{e.lggtformed the ball > on possible a few times per year when the Tree “shines” and the currents
= £ p B
Suiawos i) 3 I= s o< £ B :f" =5 out orlight. -g 5 weaken. Since then they have been organising trips from which they
s 219y = g 2 P s £ £ b o bring tools, equipment and other uncontaminated materials to the
' c = = E 9 E o £S5 9 % — » continent. Over the years the Velles also observed the levels and types
= Bl o= © = y yp!
Buizznq 8 I o en 2E LB < L. = ] ;’ g of contamination and learned how to move safely around the
Qe @ £ —TY,“ ;,é g :g © g = 3 _:9 = v g contaminated city. They also gained more resilience to corrupted time.
siea — 15 ES ¢y <% o _g z 2w - o They regularly sail to Vyraj to loot the city. It is their most kept secret.
fw (ld E e 2E2 3 S ET 3, o [ The Velles have to be very careful in Vyraj as showing themselves or
v = c o = 3y - y yraj g
ey} 21 & 2 L2 8L §eiécsy ES | E any other contact with the inhabitants of Vyraj is strictly prohibited.
191nb c . EESg_ 2f2 0 & a
os (4] 3 = éf G ) §_ S £ g ) Tl @ Vyraj is a partly flooded city located on an island. Time flows
: b= £
s ) E = Foe = = o g o 5 differently here. There are zones of endless loops, slowed down or
tanow 1S Ha' oS3 ~o EQ 3 = speeded up spots and zones where time is unpredictable and crazy.
o o g <¥Es  PELES 5
ose} (7] a E‘. E e2 E E :: £ ;:j Although the lethal contamination some people managed to survive in
dljjelaw e =) @ 4 the contaminated city. The Velles call them the Eternals. They look
1994 c g,E’ 3 unimaginably old. Their bodies are deformed, and they no longer
ues | o é resemble human. However, their physical form is only the electronic
B E o afterimages of who they once were. Over the years they lost their
wioys . 2 % bodies and became the energy. Living in the abandoned city for
oY € (%) % = centuries, the Eternals are dying of boredom. Thus they see every
~ < newcomer as an opportunity to bring some freshness and fun to their
al042q 45 N S < tunity to bri fresh d fun to thei
el o 3 K £ sad existence.
nqe 2 © =
- [
s o— g § i—’ After coming to Vyraj, Baj has shared the fate of the Eternals. He exists
3 a a ‘;‘ in the city and helps the newcomers reach the safe place—The
_ ) l:: £ - Archive—an old library which is the last places were all the knowledge
j— = 2 e = of humanity is gathered. When all the technology failed, all that is left
= &n E E from the knowledge is preserved on paper. Unfortunately, after many
= “ - = ears the pages are crumbling into dust after turning so the books can
s T - E g years the pag bling into dust af g so the book
c > Lo g %4 o only be read once making it impossible to bring them to the continent.
“ = g L 38 $oid | :
! ®) T 23 o5 g% And he gave it to c The plot starts eleven centuries after the Second Flood
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